Acts 2:37-47

*’Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to
Peter and to the other apostles, “"Brothers, what should we

do?” *®Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of
you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven;
and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. **For the promise is
for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone
whom the Lord our God calls to him.” “°’And he testified with many
other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “"Save yourselves from
this corrupt generation.” “*So those who welcomed his message
were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were
added.

“’They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,
to the breaking of bread and the prayers. “°’Awe came upon
everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the
apostles. “*All who believed were together and had all things in
common; “’they would sell their possessions and goods and
distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. “°Day by day, as
they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at
home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, */praising
God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the
Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

2 Corinthians 9:6-15

®The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also reap
bountifully. "Each of you must give as you have made up your mind,
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver. °And God is able to provide you with every blessing in
abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you
may share abundantly in every good work. “As it is written, “He
scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; his righteousness endures
forever.” '’"He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food
will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the
harvest of your righteousness. *'You will be enriched in every way



for your great generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to God
through us; *for the rendering of this ministry not only supplies the
needs of the saints but also overflows with many thanksgivings to
God. *Through the testing of this ministry you glorify God by your
obedience to the confession of the gospel of Christ and by the
generosity of your sharing with them and with all others, **while
they long for you and pray for you because of the surpassing grace
of God that he has given you. >Thanks be to God for his
indescribable gift!

Malachi 3:8-18

*Will anyone rob God? Yet you are robbing me! But you say, “How
are we robbing you?” In your tithes and offerings! °You are cursed
with a curse, for you are robbing me—the whole nation of

you! '°Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be
food in my house, and thus put me to the test, says the LORD of
hosts; see if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour
down for you an overflowing blessing. *'I will rebuke the locust for
you, so that it will not destroy the produce of your soil; and your
vine in the field shall not be barren, says the LORD of hosts. *Then
all nations will count you happy, for you will be a land of delight,
says the LORD of hosts.

3You have spoken harsh words against me, says the LORD. Yet you
say, “How have we spoken against you?” **You have said, “It is vain
to serve God. What do we profit by keeping his command or by
going about as mourners before the LORD of hosts? ‘*’Now we count
the arrogant happy; evildoers not only prosper, but when they put
God to the test they escape.” '°Then those who revered

the LORD spoke with one another. The LORD took note and listened,
and a book of remembrance was written before him of those who
revered the LORD and thought on his name. ‘’They shall be mine,
says the LORD of hosts, my special possession on the day when I
act, and I will spare them as parents spare their children who serve
them. '*Then once more you shall see the difference between the



righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and one
who does not serve him.

1 Corinthians 12:1-13, 26-31

1 2Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not

want you to be uninformed. “You know that when you were pagans,
you were enticed and led astray to idols that could not

speak. “Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by
the Spirit of God ever says "Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one can
say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. “Now there are
varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; “and there are varieties of
services, but the same Lord; °and there are varieties of activities,
but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. 'To
each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common

good. °To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom,
and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same
Spirit, “to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of
healing by the one Spirit, ‘°to another the working of miracles, to
another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another
various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of

tongues. '*All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who
allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.

"“For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with
Christ. '°For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—
Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of
one Spirit. “°If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one
member is honored, all rejoice together with it.

“’Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of

it. “°And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second
prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing,
forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of

tongues. “’Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all
work miracles? *°Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in



tongues? Do all interpret? *'But strive for the greater gifts. And I
will show you a still more excellent way.



